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showeth: That this Society, originally formed for the more imme- 


TO CHRISTIAN MINISTERS AND CHURCHES OF 
EVERY DENOMINATION. 


Tar Memorial of the Glasgow Emancipation Society, respectfully 


diate object of urging on the British public the great criminality of 
slavery and the slave-trade, and the national guilt attaching to the 
direct or indirect support of that iniquitous system in the British 
colonies, has seen with satisfaction the fulfilment of its long-che- 
rished desires, and the fruit, under God, they humbly venture to 
add, of the exertions of this and kindred associations, in the legal 
suppression of that crying iniquity throughout the whole extent of 
the British dominions. ee 

That this Society, recognising the bond of common brotherhood 
among all the human species, and believing that God ‘hath made 
of one blood all nations of men to dwell on all the face of the earth ;”” 
recognising, also, the duty to our neighbour, enjoined by the Divine 
law as binding us to interest ourselves in the cause of the oppressed 
everywhere, so as to seek by every legitimate method the mitigation 
of misery and the prevention of wrong, was re-established latterly 
on the comprehensive principle of an institution which should labour 
for the abolition of slavery, not in the colonies of the United King- 
dom alone, but also in the remote east and west, or wherever we 
know that our fellow-creatures are still groaning under degrading 

ruel bondage. 

a te the Society exceedingly regrets that it has felt itself neces- 
sitated to lift its voice against the system of slavery notoriously preva- 
lent in the Southern States of the American Union,—a part of the 
world which by so many associations is endeared to us; and whose 
people, of common origin, common language, and common religion 
with ourselves, we feel no disposition rashly to arraign or condemn ; 
—not a desire of interference in the institutions of another people, 
but a concern for laws and principles higher than all human and 
conventional jurisprudence, impels us, in a spirit superior, we trust, 
to all international jealousies, to strive with our brethreu --.aot with 
carnal weapons, but the peaceful arms of remonstrance and frater- 


nal admonition and reproof. iil 


hat it appears to this Soclet¥@ grievous aggravation of the guilt 
of pinnate ago the churches, in the Southern States especially, do 
either practically support the slavery existent in that community, or 
are its apologists ; and continue silently tolerant of sentiments and 
usages so sadly at variance with their national and boasted love both 
of civil and religious freedom—sentiments and usages which deprive 
even believers in Christ, if only of sable colour, of the natural 
rights of human beings ; and forbid the participation in the means 
of mental, and so far even of religious culture, to millions of fellow- 
men and brethren, made after the image of the great God, and en- 
dued with capacities for intellectual improvement, which, by the 
very possession of them, bespeak the Creator’s will that they should 
be cultivated by education even as others; and rendering cruelly 
dependent on the caprice of superiors, even the domestic relation. 
ships which the laws of nature and of revelation have made sacred. 

That this Society is convinced that the time has more than come, 
when the churches of Britain are called upon to bestir themselves 
more than heretofore, in testifying to their Transatlantic brethren 
their sense of this great iniquity. 

That it appears to this Society, that such a testimony is called 
for, as well i a regard to the interests of. the churches of Britain 
themselves, and to save them from a participation .in other 
men’s sins and judgments ; as by fraternal fidelity to the churches 
in question, situated indeed far remote, bat professing to be 
members of the one great Christian republic, the Catholic Church— 
and so amenable, in a degree, at least, to the common sense of 
Christendom. ae ; 

It appears to your memorialists, that to our churches on this 
side the Atlantic, God has entrusted, as a talent which they must 
account for, the weighty influence for good or evil, which their 
decided and combined testimony might exert over the opinions of 
their brethren in another country and hemisphere; and that it 
concerns them to ponder well the responsibility of any such direct 
fellowship with churches supporting or tolerating slavery, as 
may induce the belief abroad, that the guilt attaching to sucha 
system is lightly esteemed by any of the British churches ; or as 
may weaken the hands of the friends of Scripture freedom, who 
in America itself, are rousing themselves in the cause of the op- 


pressed. ee od 

That this Society most respectfully but earnestly entreats individual 
Christians, ministers and churches, of every denomination, to con- 
sider if the Scripture rule of shunning intercourse with one calling 
himself a brother, who walketh disorderly and in sin, do not so- 
lemnly require it of the churches here as a duty to refuse intercom- 
munion with such churches in America, as in their corporate capacity 
in any way sanction slavery, or receive to their fellowship such as 





hold their fellow-men in bondage, or are engaged in the traffic in 
human beings—making of the very souls of men unhallowed gain, 
and abusing the influence which, in the permission of Providence, 
they have acquired over their fellow-creatures, to defraud them 
of rights and privileges which the Almighty has given to them 
alike ; and to impose upon them conditions of existence which His 
revealed will denounces as oppressive; and which a Christian 
cannot, with sanction from the gospel, exact from ‘a man and a 
brother”’—equally with himself the object of redemption by the 
same ‘‘ precious blood ;” of sanctification by ‘‘ the same Spirit ;” 
and an heir of that ‘ crown of life which God hath promised to them 
that love him.” 

Signed, in name and by appointment of a Public Meeting of the 
Members and Friends of the Glasgow Emancipation Society, held 
in the City Hall, 18th October, 1844, 

James Turner, Chairman. 





THE LEAGUE ON THE SUGAR QUESTION. 


Tuers is still a palpable unfairness and incivility in the articles 
in the League which relate to the question of slavery. It affords 
little aid to well-intended controversy to stigmatize the parties with 
whom you reason as “blind dupes,” or to accuse them of using 
“* sophistries”’ which ‘‘ need only to be stated to be scouted by every 
honest mind.” Or, if the use of such logic as this have any force 
at all, it must be as an argument that the party who thus calls his 
opponents knaves and fools is most likely in the wrong. 

In the article in the League of the 4th instant, from which we 
have cited these expressions, we find the following examples of the 
unfairness of which we have spoken. 

1. The writer confounds the existing Anti-Slavery Society—the 
British and Foreign—with the Anti-Slavery Societies of former 
periods. So, when referring to a period “‘forty years ago,” he 
asks, ‘‘ What efforts did the ‘Aati:Blavery Society make then and 
since to @ncourage free labour, of which they talk so much now ?” 
Is it nessa! to be repeated at this time of day, that at that period 

ry Society existed ; that the first more © esd 
was formed in 1823 ; and that the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society was formed in the year 1839? Of course, the last-named 
society can be held responsible for nothing but consistency with: 
its own principles, and the results of its own proceedings. 

2. Referring to the practical coincidence of the course pursued 
by the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
on the question of the sugar duties in 1840, with that taken by 
Lord Sandon and his party, the writer of the article before us affirms 
that the Anti-Slavery Society “‘ formed an alliance with the mono- 
polists ;” a flagrant misrepresentation, surely, of a coincidence which 
was as purely accidental as any that ever happened. We thought, we 
confess, that, after a certain occurrence among the leaders of the 
League, no argument of this sort would be again employed against 
the Anti-Slavery Society. But, since it is otherwise, we must be 
permitted to call to remembrance, that, upon Mr Miles’s motion for 
a further reduction in the sugar duties, Mr. Cobden and Mr. Bright 
voted with Sir Robert Peel, and for monopoly. To use the tactics 
of this writer, we should say that these gentlemen then “formed 
an alliance with the monopolists, and that an alliance more unholy or 
unnatural never was formed, or one where the objects sought by 
each were more dissimilar.” And we should go on to ask, ‘Is it 
not surprising that the shrewd nfen of the Anti-corn-law League 
should so easily have become the blind dupes” of the landed aris- 
tocracy? If the writer before us thinks (as no doubt he does) that 
a valid defence can be set up for Messrs. Cobden and Bright, will 
he favour us by assigning a reason why the same defence will not 
avail for the Anti-Slavery Society ? 

3. There is unfairness couched under the studied appearance of 
candour, in marking with inverted commas, as though they were 
quotations, the alleged sentiments of ‘‘ the Anti-Slavery Society,” 
or ‘‘ the anti-slavery organs.” Whether these are really quotations 
from documents of any sort we cannot tell. It is not expressly 
asserted that they are so, and we do not recognize any of them: If 
they are quotations, the documents from which they are taken 
should be cited, that their authurity may be weighed; if they are 
not, the marks of quotation should not be employed. In a contro- 
versy in which so much has appeared through the press, there is no 
excuse for being unacquainted with the express and literal terms in 
which the arguments have been adduced by the highest authorities 
on both sides, ; 

4. In speaking of the admission of Brazilian (slave-grown) coffee 
for home consumption, and sugar for colonial and foreign export, 
the writer before us is guilty of a double unfairness. e one is 


verbal, and indicates a resort to one of the meanest artifices of con- 


troversy. ‘‘ We may carry on any amount of trade in Brazilian 
sugar,” says he, ‘* provided not a particle of it finds its way into the 
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tea or coffee of the labouring classes of this country.” And this 
he prints in italics, and finishes with a note of admitation; while 
he kriows very well that the prohibition of any article from home 
corsum excludes it as much from the tables of the rich as of the 

r. The phrase is evidently used ad captandum, and in a speech 
at Covent Garden we should not have been so much surprised at it ; 
but in a grave piece of writing meant for reasoning and —? 
it is sadly out of place, and the employment of it betokens a 
consciousness that the argument is inconclusive. 

5. And so, indeed, it is. It is true that the prohibition of slave- 
grown sugar and the admission of slave-grown coffee,—that the 
admission of slave-grown sugar to the colonies and its exclusion 
from the home-market—it is true that these are inconsistencies on 
the part of the Government ; but they are not inconsistencies on 
the part of the Anti-Slavery Society, since that Society have never 
given their sanction to these arrangements, but have, on the con- 
trary, endeavoured to procure an alteration of them. An argument 
so feeble needed some collateral support. 

6. There is unfairness, we think, in the manner in which the 
writer of the article before us endeavours to connect the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society with the armed suppression of the 
slave-trade, Even admitting the fidelity of the picture he draws of 
the results of armed intervention—which, however, is in some points 
exaggerated, and by exaggeration untrue—it does not follow that 
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society was formed for the 
purpose of opposing such intervention. It was actually formed for 

romoting the universal extinction of slavery and the slave-trade 
ts pacific means, and may clearly be held to have fulfilled its ob- 
ject by the well-defined use of such means alone. To argue that 
‘*we are not justified in using immoral means” to put down the 
slave-trade, is to write as though the Anti-Slavery Society were the 
Peace Society, which it is not. 

7. This writer does injustice to the case which he takes in hand, 
by representing the efforts of the Anti-Slavery Society as directed 
immediately to the extinction of the slave-trade. The constitution 
of the Society will inform him that, according to one of its funda- 
mental principles, there is no prospect of extinguishing the slave- 
trade but by the extinction of slavery ; and, by an acquaintance with 
the proceedings of the Society, he would learn that all its energies 
have been directed to this end. All that he says, consequently, 
respecting armed intervention and treaties misses the mark. 

8. His treatment of the question of fiscal regulations in favour of 
free-labour is singularly meagre. Besides the argument from the 
“alliance with the monopolists,” already disposed of, he finds but 
one thing to say ; namely, that a stimulus applied to any depart- 
ment of the sugar-market will be felt by the whole. This very old 
and very obvious statement is his whole stock of proof. We repeat 
our oft repeated reply to it, that the stimulus applied to slave-cul- 
ture by fiscal regulations of the class in question will be less than 
that applied to free culture, and that it will be temporary, being 
only incidental to the fostering of a power by which slave- labour 
would speedily be discouraged and ultimately be destroyed. The 
argument from the temptation to perjury we take to have no parti- 
cular application to the trade in slave-grown sugar. It is an argu- 
ment against all restrictions on trade, of every kind. 

9. An entire misstatement is made by this writer when he says, 
‘It is attempted by the Anti-Slavery Society to show that it is 
forbidden on moral and religious principles to eat slave- grown 
sugar, and that ‘the Government ought to legislate against their 
subjects receiving goods known to be stolen.’” Notwithstanding 
the inverted commas marking the latter part of this sentence, we 
ask when, or where? We know of no stress laid on any such 
ground, and, for ourselves, have distinctly disowned it. We have 
advocated fiscal regulations in favour of free-labour, simply on the 
ground of what we believe to be their adaptation to discourage slave- 
culture, and thus to promote the extinction of slavery. 

10. We are told, in fine, that the Anti-Slavery Society are “‘ un- 
consciously" (we acknowledge this courtesy) acting ‘‘on the 
indefensible principle of doing evil that good may come.” If we 
ask what evil, the reply is that the Society encourage monopoly. 
Now we do not see the justice with which the maxim cited applies 
to the case in hand. The maxim that we ought not to do evil that 
good may come, properly applies, as we understand it, to moral 
evil, or sin, and this only ; and it is rather straining the point, we 
think, to set down proteetive duties of all kinds and degrees in the 
catalogue of moral offences. They are not yet universally admitted 
to be mistakes in political economy. But, however this may be, 
the Anti-Slavery Society are the last persons in the world, with the 
single exception of the League itself, who can be fairly accused of 
upholding monopoly. They have petitioned parliament for the 
admission of all foreign produce on the same terms as that of British 
possessions, excepting only that which is slave-grown—an exception 
to which they are obviously impelled by no lingering attachment to 
monopoly, but a controlling sense of humanity. To some people it 
might appear that the Society had become out and out free traders, 
and we ourselves might have been simple enough to have expected, 
even from the stage at Covent Garden, some complimentary acknow- 
ledgment of our proficiency in the lessons there so sedulously incul- 
eated. But no! In the sweet language of the writer we are now 
answering, this would be a “‘simple delusion.”” Until we can wrin 
from our hearts the last drop of human feeling, and see unmov 
the unrestrained horrors of slavery and the slave-trade, ,we must 
perforce be denounced as oe of menopoly. “ 

11. We have replied to this article at greater length than its in- 
trinsic merit deserves, both because we wish it to be apparent. that 








we give full consideration to all that can be on the important 
question to which it relates, and because we are umwilling that the 
mere reiteration of arguments already to, should have @n 
undue influence on the publie mind. For ourselves, we have no 
objection to well-conducted controversy, in relation to important 
questions, and we shall endeavour, in whatsoever part we may be 
called to take in it, both to do good and to get good. But we may 
be allowed to desire something different from what we have now 
had to deal with. The writer to whom we have now been replying, 
evidently does not understand the position and attitude of his sub- 
ject. He writes as though the ground were altogether new, as per- 
haps to him it is; and ings forward the earliest commonplaces of 
the argument, without taking any notice of the manner in which 
they have been answered, and rently without knowing that they 
have been answered at all Before he writes again, let us (without 
offence) be permitted to counsel him to read what has already been 
written. 





SPAIN—PROCEEDINGS IN THE CORTES. 


Ar length the subject of the slave-trade has been taken up by the 
Spanish Government. On the 22nd of December Senor Martinez 
de la Rosa introduced a project of law in relation to it into the 
Cortes, by reading from the tribune the following preamble :— 


To the Cortes,—In the treaty made by her Majesty with her august 
ally, her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, the 28th day 
of June, 1835, a treaty which was merely the confirmation and comple- 
tion of that made the 25th of September, 1817, intended to abolish the 
slave-trade, there occur the following words :-— 

‘*Art.2. Her Majesty the Queen Regent, during the minority of her 
daughter, Donna Isabel II., binds herself to adopt, as soon as the ratifi- 
cations of the present treaty shall have been effected, and afterwards from 
time to time, as required by necessity, the most efficient measures to pre- 
vent the subjects of her Catholic Majesty and her flag from being em- 
ployed in any manner in the slave-trade: and her Catholic Majesty 
binds herself especially to promulgate throughout the whole of her do- 
minions, and in two months subsequent to the exchange of ratifications, a 
penal law, which shall impose a severe chastisement on all those of her 
subjects who, under whatsoever pretext, shall take any part, however 
slight, in the traffic of slaves.”’ 


Her Majesty, desirous of carrying out the stipulations of the preceding 
article, gave orders to the Royal Council of Spain and the Indies to draw 
up a penal law against those who should be employed in that illicit com- 
merce; and consequently that illustrious body hastened to perform the 
honourable duty imposed on them. The project of law passed to a spe- 
cial commission named by the Government from amongst the members 
of the legislative corps, who corresponded in a similar manner to the con- 
fidence reposed in them ; and matters arrived at that point that the pro- 
ject of penal law they drew up passed to the Estamento de Proceres in 
the month of December, 1835. 

The political disturbances which shortly after occurred, the civil war 
becoming each day more and more sanguinary, and the serious events 
which were following one upon the other so rapidly without allowing the 
Government a moment for repose or reprieve, necessarily turned their 
attention from a subject which, though grave, was not of the importance 
belonging to other matters more urgent. It is certain that, owing to 
these and other causes, the only result was the resumption of the said pro- 
ject of law when the Estamento ceased to exist, to whose examination and 
deliberation it had been submitted. : 

During the subsequent years the subject became, as it were, paralyzed. 
However, the time has now come to carry out that important work with 
the circumspection required by its very nature, but at the same time, with 
the decision and firmness by which the inconvenience and dangers of a 
prolonged delay shall be avoided. Though there should exist no more 
pressing motive to carry out the expressed stipulation of the treaty, yet 
the good faith and the honour of her Majesty’s Government should be 
sufficient to recommend its completion ; and still more so, as the com- 
pletion of that duty, on the part of the Government, will afford more 
autuority and weight to the measures it will have to pursue to uproot the 
slave-trade in our colonies, without disturbing the rights of property, or 
exposing that part of the possessions of the crown of Spain to insurrec- 
tions or riots. 

Even in the absence of any other motives, the above would have ope- 
rated as a sufficient reason to decide her Majesty’s Government to employ 
the most efficient means to puf astop to the slave-trade—a trade not only 
contrary to the precepts of religion and of morality—not only contrary 
to the commercial relations which it ought to be our aim to establish on 
the coast of Africa, but which if within a lesser or a greater period it be 
too much extended, may endanger the tranquillity, and even the very 
existence, of the rich possessions in favour of which it may appear to be 
promoted. 

Many of the proprietors in our Antilles have already recognised and 
acknowledged that truth. The zealous authorities of those possessions 
have already recognised it ; and the lamentable events which have taken 
place in the island of Cuba have tended to open the eyes of the most ob- 
servant, and to augment their anxiety that all further motive should be 
removed for new perils and dangers. Reasons founded on morality, po- 
licy, conscience, and, it may be said, self-preservation, urge us to adopt 
the means we suggest ; and our only duty now is, to examine and ponder 
well, in proposing the present measure, if the plan suggested by the Go- 
vernment be presented in the proper terms. It must be said in its favour, 
that it has not remained contented with the data already collected on the 
subject, nor has it considered as sufficient the projects of law framed in 
former periods, but it has collected a still more abundant mass of inform- 
ation, in order to enable it to carry out, with like security, so 
difficult a work. For that purpose it has not failed to consult the Go- 
vernors, Captains-General of Cuba and Puerto Rico, who have considered 
the reports of the principal authorities and the well-informed corpora- 
tions; and it has ascertained the opinion of individuals who, from the 
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posts they have occupied in those countries, and from other peculiar cir- 
cumstances, must be thoroughly versed in their necessities and desires, 

After a long and careful examination, and balancing all these opinions, 
as to what appeared the most proper and the most adequate to obtain the 
objects desi he Government has drawn up the projects of law which 
it now propoSeers. - ; 

The law itself'is so clear and so simple, that, without doubting of the 
enlightenment of the Cortes, it could scarcely enter on its analysis. It 
will be sufficient merely to observe, that it has endeavoured to proportion 
the penalties to the gravity of the offence; which, without being so light 
as to tempt to the violation of the law, are not so excessively rigorous as, 
in case it be violated, may assure impunity to the offender. 

It nas endeavoured equally that the aforesaid penalties should reach all 
who may take any part in the illicit commerce ; and in certain cases it has 
imposed pecuniary penalties as one of the best means of punishing a crime, 
the principal motive of which is the most sordid and the vilest interest. 

It has also endeavoured as much as possible that the dispositions con- 
tained in the law should enter on the ground of common right ; and, on 
the same principle, the mode and form of proceeding to the proofs and 
punishments of the crimes which are the object of the law are established, 
and in order that those who may have committed them shall be punished 
severely, in accordance with the legislation of the country, according to 
the very terms of the treaty already mentioned. 






The Government has not thought it sufficient to punish those only who’ 


are employed or take a part in so immoral a traffic; it has, besides, im- 
posed severe penalties on those authorities who shall be accomplices or 
participators in the crime, or who shall tolerate or permit it through 
negligence or want of care ; and it decided on adopting such a step, in 
order to give to its intentions the most complete effect. Such are the 
principal reasons for propesing the present project of law, which, by order 
of her Majesty, and with the consent of the Council of Ministers, I have 
the honour to present for the approbation of the Cortes. 
The project of law thus introduced is as follows :— 


Section I.—Concerning the penalties incurred by those who may be 
employed, or may take a part in the illicit commerce of slaves. 

Art. 1. The captains, supercargoes, pilots, and officers of vessels, 
seized with negroes on board by the cruisers authorised to exercise the 
right of visit, will be condemned to the punishment of eight years in a 
presidio when they have not offered resistance ; to ten years if they have 
resisted, without having caused either death or serious wounds; and if 
death should ensue, or severe wounds be inflicted, they will suffer the 
punishment imposed for that class of crime by the laws. 

2. The seamen and rest of the crew oa board a vessel seized with 
negroes on board, shall suffer the penalty of four years’ presidio, if no 
resistance be offered ; six years if they resist, in addition to the other pe- 
nalties to which they may be subject for the deaths, or injuries by wounds, 
that may have been occasioned by such resistance. 

3. The captains, pilots, supercargoes, and officers of a vessel destined 
for the slave-trade, but on board of which no slaves are found, shall suffer 
the punishments undermentioned :—If the vessel be seized on the coast of 
Africa, in the actual purchase of slaves, six years’ presidio; if the vessel 
be found on the high seas with direction to the coast, four years ; and if 
the vessel be detained in the port before setting sail, two years. 

4. The half of the punishments abovementioned to be inflicted on the 
seamen, and other persons belonging to the crew according to their re- 
spective cases. 

5. The owners of vessels, the agents, the owners of the cargo, and all 
who have an interest in the expedition, to be condemned to as many years 
of banishment to more than fifty leagues from their home, as are imposed 
of imprisonment in a presidio on the captain of the vessel. 

A fine will also be imposed, not less than 1,000 dollars, and which 
may be raised to 10,000, according to the gravity and the circumstances 
of the offence. 

In case of insolvency, the punishment of deportation will be augmented, 
in the ratio of one year for every 1,000 dollars. 

The only exemption allowed will be, in case it can be proved that they 
have not knowingly taken any part or share in the uses to which the 
captain and the crew have applied the ship in their illicit traffic. 

6. In addition to the penalties mentioned in the foregoing article, the 
vessel and the whole of the effects found on board will be confiscated. 
The vessel itself will be broken to pieces, and the fragments will be sold 
in accordance with the treaty of 1835. 

7. The offences committed in a ship against the African negroes who 
may be found on board will be visited with the punishment imposed by 
the common rights of nations on such offences. 

8. In case of repetition the penalties abovementioned will be increased 
from one-third to one-half. 

Section I1.—Of the manner of proceeding in regard to offences which 
are the subject of the present law :— 

9. The superior authorities, the ordinary tribunals, the judges and 
fiscals of her Majesty are empowered and obliged to proceed against all 
who are engaged in this illicit traffic, either de officio or by denouncement 
made in the proper legal form, and that as soon as they may have received 
information of an expedition of the kind referred to being in preparation, 
or that a cargo of slaves has been disembarked. 

10. The authorities and employés residing in any place where a dis- 
embarkation may have been effected of negroes recently arrived from the 
coast of Africa, if convicted of connivance or complicity, by prosecution 
or otherwise, shall suffer the penalties imposed by the law on that class of 
offences. If it should be shown judicially that there is nothing more than 
negligence or want of care, and the fault be a light one, they shall be 
suspended from their employments for a space of two or four years; and 
if the offence be of a serious character, they shall be condemned to per- 
petual inability to hold any public office or employment whatever. 

11. Should an Escribano authorise any writing, bill of sale, or any 
other document, in virtue of which a transfer is made, or an assignment 
effected, of any negro recently arrived from Africa, such Escribano shall 
he dismissed from his office. 

12. Thé tribunals, or mixed commissions, to which allusion is made 
in the treaty of 1835, will communicate to the Governor, Captain-General 
of the respective island, in case of a ship being declared a good and law- 





ful prize, the whole of the proceedings gone through, to the effect that 

the competent tribunals may be informed of the offence and be enabled 

to apply to the perpetrators the penalties indicated in the present law. 
Francisco Martinez pE LA Rosa, 


On the 4th instant the Senate met to discuss the bill relative to the 
suppression of the slave-trade, of which its committee had recommended 
the adoption. M. Barrio Ayuso, who spoke first, declared himself a 
strong partisan of the principle of the bill ; but perceiving, he said, in the 
nation who prosecuted the extinction of that trade with most ardour, a 
spirit of private interest, and a desire to ruin the transatlarttic 
of Spain, he wished to be assured by some explanations from the cabinet 
before he gave it his sanction. M. Villodres said that, as member of the 
commission, he had confined himself to report on the bill, without entering 
into any political consideration. M. Olavarieta concurred in the opinions 
expressed by M. Ayuso; and protested that, unless England was sum- 
moned to withdraw the pontoon, or three-decker, permanently stationed 
in the harbour of Havanna, he would vote against the bill. The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, in reply, observed that the progress of the age required 
the extinction of that traffic ; that the conclusion of a treaty to that effect 
was imperiously called for, and was in nowise derogatory to Spain; that 
it was similar to the conventions signed by Great Britain with France, 
Belgium, Holland, and other powers; that Spain had contracted an ob- 
ligation to assist England in abolishing that traffic in 1817; and that it 
now remained to enact the penal measures necessary to arrive at that end, 
which was the object of the bill before the house. The Minister next pre- 
sented some explanation relative to the slavery question and the establish- 
ment of the penal law, and assured the Assembly that the Government 
would carefully defend the honour and interests of the country. As re- 
garded the pontoon, or three-decker, stationed at Havanna, M.Olavarieta, 
he said, might rest certain that it was with the consent of the Spanish Go- 
vernment, and that England would hasten to remove it when Spain should 
deem it expedient. A number of other senators afterwards took part in 
the discussion, and the eight first articles of the bill were adopted without 
any modification. On the 8th the bill was carried, almost unanimously :— 
for it 74, against it 1. 





TRIAL OF THE REV. C. T. TORREY. 
(From the Anti-Slavery Standard.) 


Washington City, 12th month, 1844. 

Friznps Epitrors,—I have just arrived here from Baltimore, where I 
attended the trial of Charles T. Torrey. Richardson, a man noted for 
slaveholding principles, is State’s Attorney. The judges are said to be 
ofa similar stamp. The jury could scarcely be anything else but an 
embittered set of men against an Abolitionist—a large number of whom 
were chailenged—very many confessed having expressed an opinion, and 
were excused. Reverdy Johnson, Galligher, and Cox were counsel for 
defendant. On the first day of the trial (the 29th) the court-house was 
crowded, and it remained to be so; the deepest anxiety was manifested, 
and in all parts of the city the subject was talked about. The wife of 
Torrey was present, but had not the consolation of the presence of any 
females but witnesses, except two or three Friends of my acquaintance, 
who accompanied me the first day. There was evidence of much timid- 
ness on the part of the Friends here in relation to this subject. I saw no 
one of them present except those I have alluded to. 

The indictment charged Torrey with ‘‘ enticing, persuading, and assist- 
ing’’ three slaves, the property of William Heckrotte, an innkeeper in 
Baltimore, to run away on the night of the 4th of June last. Their ages, 
seven, nineteen, and forty years respectively—the first, a boy, the other, 
two women. Heckrotte being called-to the stand, said he had lost those 
slaves, and gave a description of their size, features, dress, &c. The old 
woman, as they called her, said he, had lost a tooth from the front of the 
upper jaw, on the right side. He said he had at no time made any pro- 
mises to any one in case they would communicate to him anything from 
Torrey on the subject. [The State’s Attorney, in a brief statement of 
what would be proven, spoke of the absence of this tooth as having been 
taken and retained by Heckrotte for a ‘‘ certain purpose.”’] Charles 
Heekrotte, son of the above, testified to having seen a man of Torrey’s 
appearance one evening in the latter part of May talking with Judah, one 
of the slaves. The night was starlight. On cross-examination by 
defence, he said he was positive the prisoner was the man he saw talking 
with the servant at his father’s gate. Said he picked him out immediately 
as the man, when called on at the magistrate’s office. 

Nicholas Woodward sworn. He kept a livery stable, bad hired to Tor- 
rey near the 4th of June a Rockaway carriage and two dun hor+es. 

George testified to having seen the prisoner on the morning of 
the 7th of Jane, washing a pair of horses at a creek in Harford county, 
saw a carriage standing in the road. He believed he had seen the prisoner 
at his uncle’s in 1832. 

Robert Rigdon had also seen the traverser pass his blacksmith shop, 
in Harford county, on the morning of the 9th of June. He was driving 
a carriage, with three coloured persons in it, a boy and two women, the 
women were laughing, and he saw that one of them had lost a tooth in 
front, and on the right side. 

On cross-examination this witness said the two women were riding 
on the back seat of the carriage, and the boy and Torrey on the front, 
that the curtains were down at the side, he was by the road-side, and the 
horses to the carriage passed in a slow trot, yet he could not be mistaken 
as to the missing tooth. He did not notice the teeth of the others. He 
did not recollect whether he had or had not said, in coming to Baltimore, 
that he came to help send this d—d rascal to the Penitentiary, but it was 
in a joke if he had said so. He complained that Johnson was “ trying 
to catch him,” (entrap him ;) the latter replied, ‘‘ No danger, if you only 
don’t catch yourself.” 

Several other witnesses then testified to having seen the carriage and 
horses pass in the direction of Peachbottom, near the time referred to, 
and to other circumstances. The Court then adjourned till next morn- 
ing, the 30th, at ten o'clock. 

One of the first witnesses this morning was a graduate of the Sing-Sing 
prison, in your State, and at present an inmate of the jail in Baltimore. 
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He was here called Southmayd, but said his true name was Thomas 
Hatch, and acknowledged to having gone by the name of Thomas B. 
Hatch, which was his name in the bill of indictment, under which he was 
convicted for horse-stealing, in New York—the counsel for defendant 
having possession of that document. It appeared also, that this witness 
had called himself Wilson. A question arose as to his competency to 
testify, but the Court decided that his general bad character had nothing 
to do with his veracity, and he proceeded with his story. He said he 
had been confined in the room with Torrey, together with six or seven 
other prisoner8, that Torrey having more confidence in him than the rest 
of the prisoners, had told him he had taken three slaves from Heckrotte. 
He went on to give many other particulars which Torrey had disclosed to 
him in prison. He also said Torrey had declared he would take more 
slaves as soon as he could get out, and that he would murder the keepers 
of the jail, and also Heckrotte, if he ever got clear. He said he had taken 
no part in the plot to escape from jail, except to give Torrey his note for 
twenty dollars, to enable him (Torrey) to carry the plan into execution. 
He said no one had made him any promises to induce him to disclose 
these matters. He said the traverser had not made any confessions to 
any of the rest ; could give no idea of the size of the room in which they 
were kept, nor had he ever said anything about the subject to any one till 
after they had failed to break jail. Had the plan succeeded, he intended 
to go out with the rest, but did not think it right to assist them. 

On the part of the defendant, Captain Wise was sworn. He said he 
had known Southmayd about seven years—he had sailed in the ship with 
him two years. He was well acquainted with his general character, and 
he would not believe him under oath. He said he had no character for 
anything. He had never heard anything said about his veracity—not in 
those words ; but he had heard other individuals say that they would not 
believe him under oath. He had no recollection of having heard him called 
a liar. : 

A warm controversy here arose on the question whether the incom- 
petency of a witness was established by proving that his general character 
was bad, and that he could not be believed, or whether the proof must be 
direct as to his veracity. The Court decided that they had nothing to do 
with anything else, and must confine themselves strictly to the simple 
question of veracity! Reverdy Johnson here read authority on this 
subject, and. had the case been any other than one in which ‘‘ the peculiar 
institution’’ was to be protected, nothing appears to me more clear than 
that the testimony of the culprit, Southmayd, would have been rejected. 
The counsel on hehalf of the State also appeared to search for authority, 
on his side, but produced none. So the testimony of that man still stood 
unimpeached as the crowded throng looked on and “ grinned applause.” 

Gray, the magistrate before whom Torrey bad his first trial, was then 
sworn. He said Charles Heckrotte stated before him that he could not 
be positive that he would know the man again whom he saw at his father’s 
gate. Lawyer Cox testified to about the same thing respecting the boy’s 
statement at the magistrate’s office. Robert Gamble, who had been 
imprisoned a few hours for secreting a flag staff, (a political trick,) being 
sworn, testified he was in the room when the prisoners were attempting 
to break jail, that he saw Southmayd up in the window sawing off the 
bars. John Zell deposed that he heard some conversation at the prison 
between Heekrotte and Southmayd, during which the former promised to 
use his influence toward obtaining a pardon for the latter—he understood 
by the conversation that ‘‘ there would be an arrangement made.”’ 

Wm. Heckrotte being again called on, acknowledged having offered to 
use his influence with the governor to obtain a pardon for Southmayd. 

The testimony against Torrey, notwithstanding the many contradictory 
statements of interested witnesses, is strong, and in this community, under 
such a charge, his case is certainly one claiming the deepest sympathies 
of those having hearts to feel for the afflicted. 


With respect, B. B. Davis. 





T a MEETING of the COMMITTEE of the Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne Anti-Slavery Society, held.the 30th December, 1844, 
Mr. Ggorce RicHarpson, in the Chair, 

It was unanimously resolved,— 

Ist. That this Committee having read a copy of a letter addressed by 
Dr. Chalmers to Dr. Smyth, of Charleston, South Carolina, on the sub- 
ject of American slavery, which letter this Committee is informed has 
obtained a wide circulation in America, desires to express its sincere 
regret that a person of the eminence and station of Dr. Chalmers in 
the Christian church should, by this letter, however undesignedly, have 
committed the rights and liberties of three millions of the human family, 
held in the chains of the most abject, foul, and diabolica] slavery—driven 

, back the cause of abolition indefinitely—and emboldened the American 

man-stealer in a sin against which ‘‘ the voice of nature herself cries aloud.”’ 

Moved by Joun Fenwick, Esq., and seconded by the Rev. Jas. 
PRINGLE. 

2nd. That this Committee cherishes the hope that on Dr. Chalmers 
reviewing his opinions on this momentous subject, he will find abund- 
ant reason to alter them, and, by a bold avowal of the fact, counteract, 
as far as he can, the baneful influence of his most unguarded letter. 

Moved by J. L. Ancas, Esq., and seconded by -W. Beaumont, 


Esq. 
3rd. That this Committee looks with anxiety to the Free Church of 
Scotland ‘* approving herself to be clear in this matter ;”’ and that she 
will henceforth repudiate all slavery-stained contributions in aid of the 
glorious struggle on which she has embarked, and bear her solemn tes- 
timony against the slavery-corrupted churches of America. 
Moved by James Fintay, Esq., and seconded by Epw. Ricuarp- 
son, Esq. 
4th. That the foregoing resolutions be advertised in the Anti-Slavery 
Reporter, the Witness, and the Scotsman; and Newcastle Courant and 
Chronicle newspapers ; and that copies be forwarded by the Secretaries 
to Dr. Chalmers, and Lewis Tappan, Esq., of New York. 
Moved by Joun Fenwick, Esq., and seconded by W1LLIAM 
BEAvuMONT, Esq. 
Greorce Ricaarpson, Chairman. 
Martruew Forster, 


for Self and Co., } secretaries. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The party inquired after by C. J. P., is a widow. 


THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER is an Evening Paper, 
published on alternate Wednesdays, and may be had of all Newsvenders 
throughout the country. Price 4d., or 8s, 8d. per annum. A few com- 
plete volumes are on hand. § ‘ 

Subscriptions and Donations to the Society should be forwarded to the 
Treasurer, (G. W. Alexander, Esq.,) at the Society’s Office, 27, New 
Broad-street, London. 

All Communications for the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter must. 
be sent to the Office of the Society, as above. 


NS Lee 
The Anti-Slaberp Reporter, 


LONDON, JANUARY 22, 1845. 








Tue planters of British Guiana have found a mare’s nest; and 
even his Excellency the Governor is a party to the brilliant and 
interesting discovery. A copy of a circular issued a few months 
ago by the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, and addressed to some hundred and twenty gentlemen. 
throughout the West Indies, soliciting information respecting the 
state of the British colonies in that part of the world, and presenting 
the points on which they desire information in an extended series 
of questions—a copy of this circular has fallen into their hands}! 
By what means this incendiary document has transpired, is to the 
present moment unknown; but the unfortunate individual whose 
copy has seen the light, is no other than George Ross, Esq., a 
stipendiary magistrate of the colony. To render the terrific missile 
harmless, the Governor, to whom it was conveyed as a great secret, 
immediately ordered it to be printed, and generally circulated; and, 
having reprimanded Mr. Ross for having made a more restricted 
use of it, he enjoined that gentleman to submit to his inspection 
the replies he intended to send to it. ‘he whole colony is thrown 
into a state of intense excitement by this occurrence. ‘‘ A copy of 
the questions,” says the editor of the Guiana Times, with full-toned 
judicial dignity, ‘‘is lying before us.” Now for our condemnation ! 
How we tremble! ‘‘ From frank, and veracious replies to them,”’ 
proceeds this undeniable authority, ‘‘ the colonists have nothing what- 
ever to fear. For our own part, our packet summaries, years ago, 

ublished copious information about the several heads of enquiry.’’ 
is is kind, and greatly relieving. Why, then, so much ado 
about nothing? Oh! but we are not yet come to the bottom of 
the affair! Only listen! ‘The case stands thus. Scod/e is the 
agent of a party, some of the leaders of which recommend that our 
free-grown produce shall be o—_ in the markets of Great 
Britain, to open competition with the produce of slavery. In all 
human probability, he is a stipendiary of the Brazilian and Cuban 
planters. Zealously, at all events, does he serve their cause.” 


Astounding! our dear friend, and our old. friend—the man whom 
we have been cherishing in our warmest affections, and making the 
confidant of our inmost thoughts, in so far at least as the matter of 
slavery is concerned—is ‘‘a stipendiary of the Brazilian and Cuban 
planters!” Outupon the wretch! the serpent! But stay! We see 
that he is charged also with being ‘‘ the amet of a party, some of 
the leaders of which recommend that our [ West Indian] free grown 
produce shall be exposed in the markets of Great Britain to open 
competition with the produce of slavery.” Now this we know to be 


a mistake. The party of whom Mr. Scoble is the agent have set ~ 


themselves in the strongest and most strenuous opposition to the 
measure named ; and we can assert unhesitatingly that there is no 
gore or more irreconcilable enemy to it than Mr. Scoble himself. 

e one of these charges, therefore, being false, we may comfort 
ourselves with the hope that the other may be so too, and may ven- 
ture to think that perhaps our old friend is not ‘‘ a stipendiary of the 
Brazilian and Cuban planters.” The imputation, however, is so 
grave, from such an authority, that we think we must scrupulously 
watch him, at least for a season. 5 

But we are forgetting the circular, which must be mischievous, 
because the Society which has issued it is so mischievous. The 
Guiana Times says that it is “‘ the English and Foreign Slavery So- 
ciety ;”’ and that ‘* it put forth, in April last, with so feeble indica- 
tions of disapproval, the project of ihren slave sugar to compete, 
without restriction, with free.” Our contemporary adds, in a tone 
of sublime indignation the force of which we are unwilling to im- 
pair,— : 

“ It is our belief that the cause of human freedom has nothing what- 
ever to apprehend from the most minute examination of the effects of 
the experiment tried in the British colonies, if only protection against. 
unjust competition with foreigners be secured them and you abstain from 
cursing them with your wanton and mischievous interference, you who 
seem to know nothing of what it is that the emancipated classes really 
stand in need of, and are prepared at a moment’s notice to destroy 
every chance that they possess of becoming an honour and an ornament 
to the cause of freedom, as ‘soon as three persons, dating their address 
from Bath, have been induced, probably by foreign gold, to issue their 
deceptious manifesto, which, report says, has been translated into the 
language of every country in which Africans are bought, chained, flogged, 
and, without jury, ay, without trial even, hanged or shot.’’ 


This hit is so marvellously home, that we could almost fancy our- 
selves ‘‘ shot’? when we had concluded the perusal of it. But, 
finding this is not absolutely the case, we take courage to breathe 
again, and to ask, What next? Where is the use of presses and 
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steamers, if the two sides of the world cannot become better ac- 
uainted with one another than this? Is it not strange that even 

e planters in the West Indies do not know by this time, that the 
resistance offered by the anti-slavery body in this country is the 
only reason why slave-grown sugar Sei been kept out of the British 
market until now, and the only hope that it will continue to be so ? 
For ourselves, here we are, cudgelled on the one hand by the 
League for striving so hard to keep slave-sugar out, and tarred 
and feathered by the West Indians on the other for trying to bring 
itin! We can not deserve both these drubbings. “One of our 
masters at least should be merciful. 

But again we are forgetting the circular. Well, we are willing to 
abide by the character which the Guiana Times has given of it, 
that it asks for no improper information. And it has been sent to 
no improper persons. That it should be sent to individuals was 
the only way to get it answered at all. To none of them was it sent 
confidentially ; so that in fact it has been shown to many planters, 
and actually answered by several. The Committee wish to have 
the queries answered by persons of all parties and opinions ; and 
they will be truly rejoiced if the publication of the circular by his 
Excellency the Governor of British Guiana should promote this 
end. That the Committee wanted to know the present state of the 
West India colonies is true, and is a fact of which they do not know 
that they have any cause to be ashamed. Time was when docu- 
ments containing information on this matter were annually laid on 
the tables of Parliament; but, this important and salutary practice 
having been dropped, there is now no means of obtaining informa- 
tion but private inquiry. 

From the Jamaica papers we have given the latest intelligence. 
We are happy to learn from a Correspondent that the views and 
measures of the Earl of Elgin may be regarded as sincerely directed 
to the welfare of that island. Both the Trinidad and St. Lucia 


- papers make some sharp comments on the arin res attitude and 


prospects of Jamaica. There are tenders in Trinidad to provide 
for only 1,800 Coolies, out of the 2,500 about to be sent there. 
The Standard appeals pitifully to ‘‘the wealthy planters,” to 
** take up the odd 700.” 





Tae American papers which have been received since our last 
supply many items of interesting intelligence, which will be found 
under the proper head. Mr. Adams and Mr. Giddings are pre- 
senting to Congress many abolition memorials and petitions, much 
to the annoyance, as it would seem, of Southern men. The repeal 
of the gag-rule is said to have created a strong sensation among 
politicians of this class at Washington. Taking occasion by the 
correspondence between Mr. Shannon and Senor Rejou, President 
Tyler has sent a second message to Congress, not, as had been sur- 
mised, recommending warlike measures towards Mexico, but urg- 
ing immediate measures for the annexation of Texas. Mr. Weller 
has introduced into the House of Representatives a new bill for this 
purpose, and resolutions to the same effect have been brought for- 
ward in great variety. The prevailing opinion, however, appears 
to be, that this scheme will fall through for the present session, and 
even the slaveholders themselves seem to think that the letter of 
Mr. Calhoun to Mr. King has injured rather than advanced it. The 
trial of the Rev. C. T. Torrey, of which an account will be found in 
another column, has issued, as was expected, in his conviction, and 
in his being sentenced to imprisonment in the Penitentiary for 
seven years and three months. Miss Webster, who, singularly 
enough, turns out to be a Colonizationist, and not an Abolitionist, 
has also been convicted, and sentenced to imprisonment in the Pe- 
nitentiary for two years. We have as yet no account of the trial of 
Mr. Fairbank. From a perusal of the proceedings in these cases, 
as reported in the papers, it is evident to us that they have no 
regard to the real participation of the party in the alleged offence of 
aiding the escape of a slave; but that they are mere ebullitions of 
resentment when a slave happens to be missing, and that they are 
directed, in a manner at once reckless and ferocious, against any 
persons liable to a suspicion of abolitionism. Justice in these cases, 
even for the most innocent of parties, there is none. If seeming 
evidence is wanting, perjury supplies it; and, in default of all evi- 
dence, or in violation of ail law, the frenzy of the mob demands 
conviction and punishment. 

We have given from the papers the circumstances of Mr. Hoar'’s 
expulsion from Charleston ; and we confess we agree with those who 
think that he did not do his duty. : 

The Anti-Slavery Standard states that the account of a conflict 
and murder in Ohio, on the part of some Kentuckians, ‘‘ turns 
out to be a hoax.” 





In our last Number, we inserted a document addressed to the States 
of Denmark, praying for the abolition of slavery in the Danish 
West India islands. This document was signed . C.N David, 
Professor and Councillor ; Gruntvig, Parish-priest; D. G. Monrad, 
M.A.; Raffard, pastor; and Schouw, Professor; and read in the 
Assembly of the States of Roeskilde, on the 31st October, 1844, 
by Professor David, one of the deputies chosen by the citizens of 
Copenhagen. 

e feel assured that the able arguments which have been thus 
addressed to the States assembled in the Danish capital have been 
read with lively interest and much satisfaction in the pages of the 
Reporter. e desire to render to the friends of the slave who 
have honourably distinguished themselves by this well-directed 
effort our sincere thanks. 





In the commencement of this document, we read with mingled 
feelings of pleasure and regret the following passage :—‘‘ In the first 
Assembly of the Roeskilde States, in 1835, the late Count Holstein, 
whose noble character and lively — for the rights of humanity 
are generally acknowledged, brought forward a motion to petition 
his Majesty for the entire emancipation of the negro slaves in. the 
Danish West Indian islands.” e rejoice in learning for the first 
time that such a motion was nine years ago made by a Danish 
nobleman, and we are sorry that, by his death, the slaves in the 
colonies of Denmark are deprived of so valuable an advocate, It is 
no small consolation in contemplating this loss, to look to that little 
band of abolitionists in the Danish capital, who have resumed the 
work so nobly commenced by Count Holstein. 

The loss sustained by the anti-slavery cause in Denmark in the 
death of this nobleman, reminded us forcibly of a similar loss ex- 
perienced in past years in France, by the decease of the excellen 
Baron de Stael. We cherish the hope that persons no less distinguished 
by rank than those lamented noblemen will again be found to add to 
their titles of honour a far higher and more valuable distinction 
than the accidents of birth or station; but, whether this be the case 
or not, we rejoice in the assurance that an interest on behalf of the 
slave has been excited amongst a considerable number of persons 
possessing much influence from their talents and character, who will 
never cease from their labours until, in the words of the document 
before us, ‘‘ the entire abolition of negro slavery” shall have been 
decreed. t 





The Colonial Gazette favours us with some notice, in its last num- 
ber, of the Memorial of the Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society to Sir Robert Peel, which appeared in our 
columns on the 11th of December last. It is freely interlarded 
with the usual courtesies—‘‘ equivocation,” ‘* hypocrisy,” ‘: bad 
faith,”’ &c.; and consists of two or three small criticisms, leav- 
ing the substance of the document untouched. This is one of 
the best proofs in the world that it is unassailable. As for our con- 
temporary, we are quite sure that we cannot have his good word 
until we lend ourselves to the doings of Indian duffadars and Afri- 
can kidnappers. With respect to Mr. Clarkson, he is entirely mis- 
informed. Although that venerable man is *‘ too infirm to mix in 
general society,” he is still in the vigorous use of his intellectual fa- 
culties, and perfectly in a condition to judge of all the documents 
transmitted to him for signature. 


WE are sorry to find in the Cerneén confirmation of the rumour 
which we mentioned in our last, that Lord Stanley has given per- 
mission to the Mauritians to resort to the east coast of Africa for 
immigrants. We hope to give more information on this astonishing 
matter in our next. 





We have just received, from the Rev. J. Clarke, an aceount of 
an anti-slavery meeting recently held at Fernando Po, Western 
Africa. The proceedings we hope to give at considerable length in. 
our next. 





MR. FAIRBANK AND MISS WEBSTER. 


From a letter from this estimable young lady, Miss Webster, which 
appears in the Boston Chronicle, we take the following narration :— 


A Methodist clergyman, named Fairbank, a friend of mine from New 
York, was in this country on business; such as to render it important for 
him to sce other ministers, members of the Conference, and frequently to 
ride into other counties. By request of Mrs. Glass, our landlady, I in- 
vited him what time he spent in the city to make a home with us, which 
invitation was accepted; not, however, without his paying in advance for 


his board. When the Sabbath came, after church bell rang, he was. 


invited to preach in the first Presbyterian church in this city, of which 1 
am a member. He did so, though without preparation, and was very 
much eulogised. Indeed, I have heard several citizens remark, that there 


was never before so good a sermon delivered in Lexington. Two weeks. 


from that day morning, there were three valuable servants missing. A 
boy named Lewis, aged about twenty-six, with his wife and child. Hand- 
bills were immediately printed and issued in every direction. Runvers 


were hastily despatched on every road, and three hundred dollars reward. ~ 


offered for their apprehension. The Sabbath and Monday were spent in 
vain. Not a trace could be found, not a breath heard of them, till at 
length they began to leave off caring for the property, and only cared to 
get hold of whoever it’might be that had aided them. By the by, 
Northern and Eastern persons are always looked upon here with a jealous 
and suspicious eye; and on Monday evening, between six and seven 
o’clock, Mr. Fairbank was arrested on suspicion, and committed to gaol. 
Whether he said anything that gave them just ground for suspicion, I can- 
not say, but have good reason to believe he did not. Fy 
At eleven o’clock the same night, we were aroused by persons desiring 
to see all letters and papers in the posession of Miss Webster. 1 frankly 
and cheerfully delivered everything of the kind into their hands; and 
moreover, gave them my trunks for inspection, and offered them the key 
of myroom. They, however, did not examine anything that night. But 
you know the maxim, ‘‘ The more one has the more he wants;’’ and near 
midnight I was escorted to this room whence I have not egressed since 
that memorable hour. Next day I took the liberty to inquire on what 
authority I was arrested ; and was answered, ‘‘ You have been seen in the 
company of an Abolitionist.”” Oh! what a dark stain upon my character. 
My reputation was now down. My flourishing school scattered to the 
four winds—and I, not thrown upon the wide world, but rudely thrown 


into prison. 
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In the course of the day, (Tuesday) a letter was found among papers in 
my possession, addressed to me, written, as is supposed, by an Abolitionist. 
It is on account of this letter that I am retained in custody. 

I tell my accusers that I defy them, “all powerful as they are,’’ to 
find an individual in the State, old or young, black or white, bond or free, 
that will prove that he has or ever had, the remotest grounds for even 
suspecting me to be an Abolitionist. They will try their best, and I 
cannot say what they may accomplish ; for it is my candid opinion, there 
are hundreds in, this vicinity who would in the twinkling of an eye testify 
to anything, no matter what, for the sake of money, or if they thought 
perchance tiere was a possibility that, by their oaths, punishment might 
rest on the head of the Abolitionist. 





Colonial Entelligence. 





Jamaica.—In the rural districts all appears to progress quietly 
and satisfactorily. Not only are there no complaints, but the planters 
are looking forward to a comparatively abundant harvest, and fair returns 
for their troubl2 and outlay. Labour, we are informed, is wanted, and 
will be, to take off the canes now on the ground, as well as to enable 
those who desire to do so to extend their cultivation. Considerable 
uneasiness has, however, been occasioned by the declaration of Govern- 


ment, of its intention to reduce the duties on foreign sugar, and the | 


measures in this respect which are to be submitted to Parliament are 
looked forward to with much anxiety and alarm. 

In the Assembly the question of Immigration has engaged attention, 
and although the bill has not yet passed, we may mention what its provi- 
sions are likely, we might even say, certain to be. 

Ist. Twenty thousand pounds, the balance of thirty thousand voted 
last sessions for immigration purposes, are to be applied to the general 
purposes of immigration during the present year. 

2nd. Thirty thousand pounds are to be placed at the disposal of the 
Governor to defray the expense of importing two thousand Coolies, 
authorized by the Government to be sent on from India. 

3rd. Forty-five thousand pounds are also to be placed at the disposal 
of the Governor to meet the cost of importation of the additional three 
thousand Coolies applied for by the West Indian body in England, 
and should the resolution of the house not have reached the Government 
in time to enable it to countermand the order for their embarkation. 

No person is to be permitted to employ a Coolie labourer unless he first 
enters into a bond to the Queen, to comply with all the rules and regula- 
tions respecting the employment and services of these people, which bond 
will be impressed with a 20s. stamp for each Coolie. 

In other respects, the immigration act will remain as it is. 

By this arrangement, the parties employing the two thousand Coolies, 
who are certain to arrive, will pay a sum of money equal to the interest at 
5 per cent. upon the cost of their importation, and 500/. over. As the 
bond must be entered into by every person who employs a Coolie, this 
sum will increase in proportion to the number of persons employing these 
labourers during the five or more years they may remain here. This ar- 
rangement will also enable the Agent-General to trace the Coolies, and 
ascertain'where and how they are employed.— Morning Journal. 


ae 


Sr. Locra.—Tuae Cror.—This year the sugar crop is the 
largest shipped from the colony since 1834, the last year of slave cultiva- 
tion: and, if our planters had not been overtaken by the heavy rains in 
the month of June and July, which retarded their work in the manufac- 
ture of sugar, and compelled them to leave over a considerable quantity 
of canes, the result would have been much more favourable.—Indepen- 
dent Press. 





Trinipap.—Tue coming Coorres.—Under the directions of his 
Excellency the Governor, the Agent-General of Immigrants recently in- 
serted an advertisement in the public papers, calling on all parties pro- 
posing to employ the Coolies about to be introduced here, to come forward 
with a statement of the number they were prepared to employ, and for 
whom they could provide suitable accommodation. The total applied 
for up to date amounts to only 1,800, and, we fear, unless some satisfac- 
tory assurance is given to his Excellency, that the other 700 will find em- 

loyment and proper accommodation on their arrival, he will feel it his 

uty to desire the Secretary for the Colonies to curtail to a corresponding 
extent the number proposed to be sent out to Trinidad. Now there can 
be no doubt that 2,500 effective labourers could be introduced here, and 
active employment afforded them, without in the least interfering with our 
present labouring population ; but we can well conceive that.at the pre- 
sent moment of agricultural embarrassments, consequent on the partial 
failure of last year’s crop, many of our planters, although they feel they 
will want the services of these people in crop time, are loath to go to the 
present expense attendant on providing proper accommodations for them ; 
but we have planters who are no¢f in embarrassed circumstances; and 
to them we appeal, for the honour of Trinidad, to make arrangements be- 
tween them for taking up the surplus number, so that Trinidad may avoid 
the disgrace of being classed with Jamaica as a Coolie repudiator.—Tri- 
nidad Standard. 





Bririsu Gorana.—A petition to Parliament against the immi- 
gration loan and civil list ordinances has been forwarded from this 
colony, with 4,000 signatures, and many more persons would have 
signed it, but they dared not. The expression of cpinion is stated by our 
correspondents to be extensively obstructed by intimidation. 





Mavritivs.—Manrriaces.—It is with the greatest regret we 
observe that marriages are again subject to those difficulties and obstacles 
from which they had been exempted during some years. This is owing to 
the Procureur-General, who, under pretence of better adapting her Ma- 
jesty’s order in council of the 7th September, 1838, to the peculiar cir- 
cumstances and condition of this colony, has seized the opportunity of 











putting a few shillings into the capacious pockets of his well-beloved bro- — 


ther-in-law, at the expense of the artizan and labourer. Did the matter 
rest here we could it by; but when we see the awful extent of per- 
jury that is thereby occasioned, we can but protest against it with all the 
energy of which we are capable. A man not born in the colony, nor 
possessing a certificate of his baptism, wishes to get married. In order to 
do so now, he must procure seven men, who very rarely know more about 
him than he chooses to tell them, who swear that he was born in such a 
place, and of such and such parents. What can be more monstrous than 
this ? 

The Legislative Council met on Monday (30th of September), 
the Governor in the chair, to discuss the ordinance respecting 
African emigration. It has been decided that the bounty for the 
introduction of male labourers shall be 5/. sterling a head, and for women 
6/. 10s.; and that every vessel carrying immigrants shall be furnished 
with a license from the Governor, This last clause, proposed by the 
Colonial Secretary on the pretext of guarding the vessels engaged for this 
purpose from collisions with her Majesty’s ships, was opposed by M. 
Barbe, on the ground of its conferring excessive powers on his Excel- 
lency. In the course of the discussion obstacles were continually 
arising from the state of ignorance in which we are as to the circum- 
stances of the localities where labourers are to be introduced. Before 
passing this law an agent ought to have been sent to Africa, as is now 
proposed to be done. 





Foreign Entelligence. 





Unitep States.—In Concress.—A memorial from respectable 
citizens in Pennsyivania, praying Congress to appropriate the public 
domain for the purchase and liberation of the slaves of the United States, 
was laid on the table of the House of Representatives on the 23rd ult., 
by ayes, 49; noes, 117, 

The resolutions of Mr. Picken,—declaring that ‘‘ the recent movement 
in the House of Representatives, in relation to the reception of petitions 
to abolish slavery, is calculated to endanger the peace of South Carolina, 
is a flagrant outrage upon their rights, and a decided step towards the 
subversion of their institutions; that on that subject South Carolina ad- 
mits no legislative power in Congress; that such legislation will, in fact, 
be a dissolution of the federal compact; and that if there should be legis- 
lation on this subject by Congress, the Legislature of South Carolina be 
assembled to decide upon the manner in which to preserve and defend 
their ancient rights and liberties, which, it will be remembered, was 
unanimously adopted by the Senate of South Carolina,” were, after a 
stormy debate, laid on the table and thus rejected, the Legislature shortly 
afterwards adjourning sine die. : 

American Poxitics.—The Whigs lost Mr. Clay’s election by 
the ambiguity and lukewarmness of his later declarations with regard to 
slavery, which disgusted the Abolitionists. And now Mr. Benton has 
come forward in the democratic party, as the fierce opponent of slavery, 
ef Calhoun, and of immediate annexation. His plan is the creationor de- 
claration of an increased number of anti-slavery states. Missouri, to 
which he belongs, is toset theexample. It bas already decreed a reform 
of its constitution, and delegates meet for this purpose in August next. 
The state is ripe and ready for. declaring the abolition of slavery. Ken- 
tucky, Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware—perhaps Tennessee and North 
Carolina—are expected to follow the example. And then, according to 
Benton's plan, Texas might be annexed, as a class of future free states, 
maintaining the Mexican abolition of slavery.—Morning Chronicle. — 

Souragen Views on ANNExATION. — We find the following 
letter from Washington in the Charleston Mercury, a journal considered 
to express and receive the opinions of southern statesmen in Congress :— 
‘* Texas here is considered to be gone—gone at least over to an extra 
session of Congress, if not toa much blacker place, so far as annexation 
is concerned. The correspondence of Mr. Shannon with Senor Rejom 
has awakened up amongst the democrats a great deal of Bentonian patriot- 
ism against your great and towering statesman ; whilst the ‘ impossibility 


of continuing such a man at the head of the state department’ is mourn- _ 


fully dwelt upon ; and on the other hand, his powerful letter to Mr. King 
is seized upon as ‘ lending this government to the purposes of slavery ; 

and ‘ for the first time calling in the aid of kings to sustain this institu- 
tion.’ Under such auspices Texas must not be annexed to the Union. 
The ‘stain’ must be first wiped out; and in the final adjustment of the 
measure it must appear that it is not to aid slavery. Benton’s Bill has 
‘ some fairness in it’—(it places a tier of free states between Missouri and 
the Gulf.) But as to admitting Texas without stipulations for the north, 
it is out of the question. With such language in the mouths of 
democrats, you will perceive what will be the fate of Mr. Ingersoll’s 
position to annex Texas by a joint resolution to the Union on the terms of 
the treaty. If called up to-morrow in the house, it would be laid on the 
table by a majority of from ten to twenty votes. Neither the whole of New 
Hampshire nor Maine (the firmest points of the north) will vote for it. 
Not more than four from New York, not more than four from Ohio. I 
have heard many members of Congress from the south speak on the sub- 
ject, and they all agree that Texas is dead for this Congress. The southern 
men are indignant ; but what matters their indignation, when operating 
upon northern phlegm, hardened by interest or cupidity? You of the 
south did not, I think, estimate the difficulties in your way on this great 
question, when Benton went off from the south, and by his traitorous 
proposition appealed to northern interests to support him. Northern men 
will find it difficult, if they were disposed to do it, to resist a proposition 
which is manifestly to their advantage. What, then, isto be done? You 
will not take Texas, shackled with new conditions dangerous to your 
peace. The north and west Whigs and democrats will not let you have it 
without them. The slavery question hops into the controversy, at the 
instigation of southern men. Thrust that out, and the whole north, of all 
parties, will be for admitting Texas into the Union ; but with it, be as- 
sured you have the sympathies of neither party, whilst the late develop- 
ments on the 21st rule, and the gracious reception and reference of aboli~ 
tion petitions, look very little like leaving Texas to the south, for her 
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‘disposition andcontrol. It is now plain that the late Presidential elec- 
tion has neither ‘ settled’ this nor any other question in your favour. The 
Globe, you will perceive, gives it up for this Gougrens ” 

Me. Catuoun’s Letter. TO Mr. Kine.—View the subject 
under whatsoever aspect you please, the whole argument of Mr. Calhoun, 
concerning the interest and policy of Great Britain, is one of the wildest, 
most groundless, and, in some respects, the most puerile fiction that 
could be concocted in the brain of the veriest dreamer.—Cincinnati 
Herald. 

Anti-Stavery SENTIMENT IN Kentucky.—There is a great 
deal of anti-slavery sentiment in this city, Louisville, much more than 
you would suppose. I know the real sentiments of most of our leading 
men, and I believe next year a decided step will be taken to amend the 
constitution of Kentucky, with a view to the extirpation of slavery. It 
is ruining us as a people, impoverishing us as a State, and poisoning our 
public and private morals, and I hope to see it destroyed even in Ken- 
tucky.—Correspondent of the Democratic Freeman. 

Tue Arrican Squapron.—The object of the American Govern- 
ment in sending out its armed vessels to the coast of Africa, is not to pre- 
vent the deportation of slaves from that country. The instructions of 
the American Government to its officers are, to make the maintenance of 
the honour of their country paramount to the professed object of the 
blockade—the extinction of slavery. The American Government is not 
dealing honestly with Great Britain in this matter. This is well under- 
stood in America, though it is denied by Sir Robert Peel.—Emancipator. 

Tue Repeat or THE GaG anpD THE Souts.—The vote was 
strictly a Northern and a Southern vote; and I confess I feel deeply 
mortified and concerned. It will tend to inflame our Southern friends, 
and to produce, I fear, much mischief. It is thought by some that the 
movement covered a hidden purpose to strike down a certain Southern 
statesman, (Mr. Calhoun, of course,) by either throwing him in direct 
opposition to his State, and thus compel hirn to retire to private life, or 
otherwise doom him to a fixed minority in the whole country. Whether 
this be the object or not, I shall not stop to inquire. I look upon it with 
fearful forebodings, as indicating a want of sincerity and good faith, as 
well as good feelings on the part of our Northern friends. The result has 
produced a profound sensation here— Washington Correspondent of the 
Richmond Enquirer. 

Mr. Hoar’s Misstox To Souta Caroiixa.—I am sorry to 
inform you that the Hon. Samuel Hoar, the agent of Massachusetts, for 
the assistance of imprisoned coloured seamen belonging to that State, has 
been forcibly expelled from the city of Charleston. Almost immediately 
on his arrival there, Mr. H. was informed that he would never be allowed 
to exercise his duties, and was requested at once to leave the city. I do 
. not understand that any case had arisen requiring his action, but that this 
protest was in view of such a possibility. On his positive refusal to 
abandon the duties entrusted to him, he was told that if he would not 
withdraw he would be forced to do so. He replied, with some spirit, 
that force, of course, might be used, if they judged best—but by force 
only should he be removed from the post assigned to him—an attack on 
his life was merely a personal matter. At this juncture, the keeper of 
the hotel where he resided, refused him lodgings for any further time, and, 
in fact, turned him out ot doors. Meanwhile there was ground to sup- 
pose that the mob of the city would attempt his life. He was, indeed, 
preserved from their hands only by a number of the more influential gen- 
tlemen of the city, who surrounded him, and compelled him to go on 
board the steam-boat for the North—escorting or guarding him thither 
that his life might not be sacrificed to the rage of the excited people. 
I do not understand whether any part of these proceedings were under 
the direction of the constituted authorities. They connived, however, 
evidently, at the whole matter.—Washington Correspondent of the 
Boston Advertiser. ‘ 

Tue Liserty Vore.—When the Liberty Vote of New York 
and Ohio reached Kentucky last year, it put the slaveholders all aback. 
They began to see that you are in earnest ; that hereafter you would con- 
trol the elections; and in view of these facts began to speak of the 
abolitionists with more respect.—Correspundent of the Democratic 
Freeman. 

Tas American FiaG anv THE SLAVE-TRADE.—William Hal- 
stead, Esq., in an address lately delivered at Trenton, said, that, in six 
months, thirty-five vessels under American colours had been brought 
into Rio Janeiro, with average cargoes of 500 slaves each, making in all 
1,800. —Cincinnati Herald. 

Cassitus Cuay’s NewspaPer.—We learn that Mr. C. M. Clay 
is about establishing a paper in Louisville, Kentucky, for the advocacy 
of the emancipation of the coloured race.—Christian Politician. 

Terror anp Orpression.—The Mayor of St. Louis has deter- 
mined to enforce a clause of the city ordinances, which forbids negroes 
and mulattoes to hold any ball or religious meeting without a written per- 
mission from the Mayor.—Free Labour Advocate. 

Prospects or Tus Cause.—The great cause of human liberty 
advances irresistibly to its completion. Bad men may cry aloud—vio- 
lence may prevail—many noble spirits may perish in the struggle—but 
a new fire burns in the bosoms of its worshippers, and man cannot ex- 
tinguish it for ever. The late election in our union seem to favour the 
annexation of Texas and the forcible propagandism of slavery ; and it was 
no doubt intended by the pro-slavery party that the election of Mr. James 
M. Polk, of Tennessee (president elect), should consummate ‘these de- 
signs ; but various and conflicting elements urged on the so-called de- 
mocracy to concentrate all their votes, while upon the annexation of Texas 
there were reservations and protests. In fact, Mr. Polk is elected by a mi- 
nority ; Mr. Clay’s votes, added to Mr. Binney’s, making a majority of the 
voters of the union ; so that I have yet hopes that Texas cannot be annexed to 
us. We feel here, some of us, the deep and damning dishonour that a war 
for the extension of slavery would stamp upon us among all nations ; and 
our every effort will be exerted to avert the evil. God speed the right ! 
I am sorry to say that our greatest stumbling-block is the recreancy of 
the southern churches, who are defending slavery from the Scriptures. I 
would that all Europe would keep up a continual and scattering fire of 
sarcasm and denunciation against such base prostitution of the Christian 
religion, Let it enter into the daily and periodical press—into the novels, 


poems, and all other publications of Christendom, till we shall be asiramed 
to be slaveholders; and the church shall be cleared of the monéy- 
changers—of infamous traffic and hypocritical pretence.—Our own Oor- 
r ent, 

ow tae Sourn Wixces!+One Tuovsann Donsdrs Re- 
warp.—The Republican of yesterday morning cried, ‘‘ Look to your 
slaves.’ It is, indeed, time that our citizens should open their eyes; but 
let their indignant search at once be directed after the slave corrupters, 
the scoundrel agente—resident or otherwise—who afe among us. The 
Republican mentions two or three cases where parties have been made up 
for a ‘‘ run,” within a short time back—one of which, a few evenings 
since, was successful; and, yesterday morning Mr. James Bissell called 
upon us to instruct our sight with as cool a specimen of abolition insult 
as we have ever met with. 

Some two months since, four slaves, belonging to Messrs. Bissell anid 
Clayton, were spirited away from them. An agent went on as far as 
Chicago, and made every effort to trace the faint clue which had been 
afforded, but all ia vain: the negroes were closely and securely hidden 
from inquiry. Yesterday morning he received, through the mail, the fol- 
lowing precious document : 

‘* Chicago, October 28, 1844. 

‘* Dear Sir,—I have the satisfaction to inform you, that John and Lucy 

arrived safely here, via the underground railroad, and have left for Canada 


so ~ paige that you may be relieved of further expense in their 
ehalf. 

“‘ Is it not your duty to dissolve your connection with slavery ? 

‘Truly yours, &c., Anti-SLAverRy.” 

‘* James Bissell, Esq.’’ 

This is a specimen of the humour indulged in, after a success, by the 
canting, skulking, skin-dried hirelings, in the employ of the Central 
Society—a hive of hornets, which is stinging the country into fever, if not 
frenzy. This is the species of chuckle enjoyed by these night-birds upon 
their infernal roosts ; and let our citizens ask themselves if there be no 
evidence of at least one such existing in St. Louis? Let them keep their 
ears open, and they will hear it; let them keep their eyes open, and they 
will see it; or, let them shut both ears and eyes, and they may smell it | 

We have headed our article with an offer of one thousand dollars re- 
ward ; we might make it five thousand, and get it subscribed immediately, 
for the rending open of the foul nest and the neck-wringing of the brood 
which has darkly thriven amongst us. The ‘‘ underground railroad ’’ has 
been employed with considerable success, and its conductors don’t exactly 
carry their badges on their hats, but they may find, when they least ex- 
peet it, a wrong passenger on the track. One thousand dollars for the 
discovery of the depot !—St. Louis Revielle. 

AxsoLiTion ConvENTION At WasHInaTon.—A proposition to 
hold an abolition convention at Washington on the Ist of March next has 
been started, the objects of which are stated thus :-— 

‘1. It will be to inquire minutely into the extent of slavery in the 
district of Columbia, and the territory of Florida. 

‘* 2. To get at facts relative to the sale and transfer of slaves, through 
the facilities furnished by the inter-state slave-trade under the protection 
of the flag of the United States, and to take measures for the abolition 
of said trade. 

‘¢ 3. To arrive, as far as may be practicable, at the amount of support 
which the Government indirectly furnishes to slavery by and through its 
diplomatic intercourse.’ —Times Correspondent. 

Presipent Tyxer’s Visit To Exncuanp—It is said that the 
President of the United States and his lady will visit this country in May 
next. The Rev. Mr. Wright, of Philadelphia, who is at present on a visit 
at Belfast, has addressed a letter to the Northern Whig, in which he spe- 
culates as to what sort of a reception will be given in this country to 
‘‘this presidential man-stealer’”” whom he accuses not only of being a 
slaveholder and dealer, but of actually selling several of his own children. 
—Liverpool Times. 





Texas.—The annual message of President Houston was sent to 
Congress on the 5th. Concerning the relations of the republic with 
Great Britain and France, the message speaks thus :— 

‘¢ The Governments of Great Britain and France still maintain towards 
us those sentiments of friendship and good feeling which have ever marked 
their intercourse with us, and which it should continue to be our studious 
care, by every proper manifestation on our part, to strengthen and 
reciprocate. There is no ground to suspect that the late agitation of in- 
ternational questions between this Republic and that of the United States 
has, in any degree, abated their desire for our continued prosperity and 
independence, or caused them to relax their good offices to bring about 
the speedy and honourable adjustment of our difficulties with Mexico. 
That they should evince anxiety for our separate existence and permanent 
independence as a nation is not only natural, but entirely commendable. 
They will never require of us, I am fully assured, any sacrifice of honour 
or interest; and if they did, we should be quite free, as I am certain we 
should be ready, to refuse it.”’ : 

The following is the only passage referring to the recent negotiations 
with the United States :— 5 

‘« Our relations with the United States remain in the same condition 
as at the time of my last annual communication. We are still without 
any treaty stipulations between the two countries. Within the last two 
years all attempts at their establishment have been negatived by the rati- 
fying power of that Government. That any effort for the same purpose 
will meet with better success, for some time to come, I am wholly unable 
to determine.”’ : : 

The message says, that, in all but the name, Texas is at peace with 


Mexico. 





Hayrr.—Amicasre Drviston into two Repustics.—By the 
arrival of the Marian Gage, at this port, from St. Domingo, we learn 
that the Spanish part of the island has been organized into a republic 
separate from the other, as ‘‘The Republic of Dominica.” Its inde- 
pendence has been recognized by the Haytian government. Among the 





passengers in the Marian are Joseph Billin and Dr, Caumiaro, 


by steam. They love liberty, and are among friends. I communicate . 
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sioners from Dominica to the United States. They seek a tecognition by 
our Government of their independence, and wish to negotiate a commer- 
cial treaty of the United States.— American Paper. ? 

The Government has printed 12,000 copies of the Address 
of the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
and sent them into every part of the Republic. It is everywhere received 
with the most entire satisfaction. 

late accounts from Havana, we learn 
uba, up to the end of July, were 702,647 
boxes, against 511,400 for the same period last year. Of this quantity, 
171,259 boxes have been shipped to the United States. The crop of 
sugar at present on the ground in Cuba is expected to be both deficient 
and late. The canes were reckoned fully six weeks behind hand.— 
Jamaica Times. ———— 

France.—M. Guizot has announced the formation of a mixed 
commission on the right of search. The Zimes intimates that it is to 
be composed of the Duke of Broglie and Dr. Lushington. 





Cupa. Sucar Cror.— 
that the exports of sugar from 





Spatrn.— Law aGatxnst THE S iave-TrRApE.— You will be 
surprised to learn, or rather I should say you will not be surprised, 
that the most vigorous opposition that threatens the new penal law 
proposed in the Senate by Martinez de la Rosa for the carrying out 
the slave-trade treaty of 1835, comes from those who call themselves 
‘¢ Liberals,’’ who are incessantly clamouring for freedom, and who are, 
day after day, uttering the most eloquent denunciations against despotism, 
tyranny, and oppression. It is well that the principle of constitutional 
freedom endures the same, no matter what may be the instruments ap- 
pointed to work it out. But it is intolerable, I could even say disgusting, 
to hear men who talk so glibly and so fluently of the oppression under 
which they themselves groan, attempt to resist the effort now made to put 
a stop to the abominable traffic in human beings. The part of the fol- 
lowing extract from the Clamor Pudlico which will perhaps strike you 
particularly is that where the writer affects to believe the thousand and 
one falsehoods repeated so often for the paltry purposes of faction, and to 
excite the evil passions of the ignorant or the simple, by the French op- 
position press, and as many times refuted. Do not suppose that the 
writer in the Clamor believes one word of what he says. His trade is 
opposition to the Government, and nothing more ; unless, indeed, we may 
suppose that he and his friends have a direct personal interest in remain- 
ing the buyers and sellers of human flesh, whilst they are proclaiming 
themselves the apostles of freedom. Such apostles do more harm to the 
cause of national liberty than all the tyrants on the soil of Spain. The 
following is an extract from the article in question :— 

‘* Speaking of our colonies, we cannot omit the slavery question, which 
is so connected with their prosperity—a social, political, aud international 
question—one, in fact, of humanity and justice. The Government, in 
strict observance of the treaties made with England in 1817 and 1835, 
has ju+t submitted to the Senate a project of penal law against those who 
are employed in the traffic of negroes, and this requires some observa- 
tions from us. 

‘* It, is lamentable to think that a question of internal policy and ar- 
rangement, exclusively of a domestic nature, should have become an 
international one, and that Spain and its Government should be bound 
by a solemn pact to do what should be merely the spontaneous result of 
its own will, at the same time consulting the real interests of the colonies 
and of the mother country. It was easy to foresee that a treaty with a 
maritime nation so rich and so powerful as England, although in appear- 
ance the conditions of it be equal, must always redound to the exclusive 
benefit of the stronger country, and become, besides, the constant cause 
ef contests and disputes humiliating to the Spanish dignity, of plots and 
intrigues, and maintain in the island a focus of discontent and disturbance 
which will pave the way for its entire separation from the mother coun- 
‘try. Itis not now our intention to recapitulate the proofs of our assertion ; 
they are written in blood in the island of Cuba. Every one laments the 
imprudence of the Government at entering on a route so full of diffi- 
culties, and in which it will soon become more involved than it is desirable 
for th« inicrests of the country or its own. i 

‘* The right of search produced consequences no less fatal to the com- 
merce of Spain. The whole of the advantage has been for Great Britain, 
the whole of the annoyances and humiliations for us. Opinions have 
changed for the better after so many significant and eloquent events; and 
-every nation, with the sole exception of England, that has been bound by 
such treaties, is now trying to get rid of them, and is struggling for the 
abolition of so vexatious a right, and which can be abused so easily. And 
if sech things occur where France is concerned—France, the rival of the 
‘Queen of the seas—what will become of Spain—Spain prostrate, poor, and 
“without a navy ? 

** We have no intention of advising a disregard to treaties, which the 
*Government is bound to keep. But we desire, and we demand in the 
name of the independence and dignity of the Spanish nation, that the most 
efficacious means shall be adopted to release us from so shameful a 
guardianship, and free us from a yoxe which is every day more hard and 
insupportable. An end must be put to that intervention which, under 
the pretext of treaties, England possesses on matters connected with our 
colonies; and we believe that to attain that point no sacrifice is too 
. great. 

‘* Perhaps we are mistaken, but the promulgation of the penal law was. 
‘a favourable opportunity to obtain that object. To deprive Great 
Britain of the interference which she has claimed in our internal affairs, 
vn the condition of destroying the dissolving action of the abolitionist 
societies established there, we might have gone even to the extreme of 
declaring the traffic in slaves piracy, and obtain, by a new treaty, the 
following conditions:—1. The abolition of the Mixed Commissions 

hed on the coast of Africa and in the colonies. 2. That England 

recognise the right of the Spanish nation, and of its Government, to regu- 

late the political and civil rights of its own subjects in both hemispheres. 

3. That England abstain from interfering in the government and admini- 

' stration of our colonies under the pretext of slavery, and that it should 
er be mixed up with the mercantile transactions of both people. 









without the humiliating haste displayed by a foreign people who, under 
the cloak of philanthropic and humane ideas, conceal projects and views 
the most selfish and covetous.’’ 

That there are many persons interested in the opposition to the penal 
law there can be little doubt. But the late events that have occurred in 
Cuba, and the great danger the white population barely escaped from, 
have heartily frightened those who would be otherwise the greatest 
sticklers for the conservation of the disgusting traffic, but who are, at the 
same time, decided enemies to oppression, except, of course, in the case 
of the helpless African. 

It is supposed that the matter will be brought on again to-morrow in 
the Senate, and the report laid on the table. 

It may, however, be no harm to mention that there are suspicions 
abroad that a secret influence has been at work on the subject. It was 
believed, whether justly or not, that the French ambassador now and then 
interfered in the matter, though not for the purpose of advancing it.— 
Times Correspondent. 

Germany.—Of 19,863 persons who emigrated from Germany in 
1844, 496 went to Texas. 








Tue Durcu Inpies.—FaiLure or THE Crops.—“ Rotterdam, 
Jan. 13th. Weare able positively to state, that the directors of the Ne- 
therlands Commercial Company have received letters from Batavia, by the 
Overland India Mail, informing them that in consequence of the failure of 
the crops, it will be proper for them to freight at present 9,000 tons of 
shipping less, to fetch the produce of 1844. It is the coffee crops which 
have suffered by far the most, and that belonging to private persons seems 





to be. much more favourable.’’— Times. 
Miscellanea. 


Tar Sugar Trave.—The circular of Messrs. Trueman and 
Cook, contains some observations of much public interest on the sugar 
question. They are as follows :— 

‘* During the whole year the sugar trade has been subjected to a tor- 
turing uncertainty, which exercised the most baneful influence upon every 
one engaged in it, and depressed the colonial interest to a ruinous extent. 
There has been a continued decline in price, and the daily transactions, 
which were formerly carried on with unexampled facility, have become 
labours of extreme difficulty. The loss upon the net proceeds of the 
sugar imported is little less than three-fourths of a million sterling, (of 
which the Gazette average prices present a very fallacious view. confined 
as they are to this port, and excluding the rest of the United Kingdom,) 
and this, be it remembered, has fallen upon an interest confessedly re- 
quiring relief, and might have been avoided by a more prompt and decisive 
policy. The evils of suspense and delay being so manifest, Government 
will no doubt be strongly urged, by the different interests connected with 
the trade, to make an immediate statement of their intentions upon the 
assembling of Parliament—a request there can be no impropriety in, after 
the Premier’s explicit and reiterated declaration, that the sugar duties 
must be decided simultaneously with the property-tax, which will expire 
in April. Assuming that the property-tax will be continued, a reduction 
of the duty on sugar, according to official promise, will follow as a matter 
of course; the first consideration of interest therefore is, to what extent 
it should be made. Nothing short of a reduction to 10s. per cwt. will 
give any efficient stimulus to consumption ; and the interests of our East 
India and colonial possessions loudly claim assistance to promote the 
consumption of a production, their growth of which will be largely in- 
creased. During the past year, although the price of sugar underwent a 
considerable decline, and the ability of the people to consume it materially 
improved, yet the increase of consumption has not exceeded 5,000 tons ; 
while in 1843, a less prosperous year, it was 9,000 tons over that of 1842, 
This comparatively unfavourable result is, no doubt, greatly owing to the 
adulteration, by means of potato flour, &c., so often alluded to, which has 
now reached an extent enormous almost beyond credibility, and can only 
be put down by such a reduction in the duty as will render the process 
unprofitable. A duty of 15s. per cwt. is still occasionally spoken of, but 
it would be entirely unsatisfactory, and would certainly not bring more to 
the revenue than one of 10s., as it would be ineffectual in putting an end 
to the fraud of admixture. The difficulty and annoyance practically at- 
tendant upon the levying of discriminating duties render them extremely 
undesirable, and almost impracticable ; but a general duty of 10s. per cwt. 
upon all British grown sugar would be so low as probably to unite in its 
support even the advocates of a discriminating duty. The differential 
impost upon foreign free labour sugar, fixed last year at 10s. per cwt., will 
no doubt be maintained ; and nothing has publicly transpired leading to 
the supposition that any alteration is at present intended with respect to 
slave-grown sugar. Of foreign sugar, the produce of free labour, there 
have not yet been any arrivals with the required certificate. Upon a care- 
ful comparison of East and West India and Mauritius sugar with Manilla 
and Java, it will be found that the former (adding the additional duty) 
are ls. per cwt. cheaper than the latter, thus rendering the late legislative 
measure almost nugatory. Future prices of East and West India and 
Mauritius sugar will now be indirectly dependent upon the prices gene- 
rally of foreign sugar in bond, inasmuch as the value of such qualities as 
are admigsible for home consumption at the free labour duty will of course 
be influenced by that of other foreign sugar; but apart from this consi- 
deration, as the supplies from the East and West Indies and Mauritius 
will be much increased, and come in early, anything beyond a mainte- 
nance of present prices in the home market cannot be expected. 

‘‘ The total imports into the United Kingdom of East and West India 
and Mauritius for 1844 amount to 211,000 tons, against 204,200 in 
1843, and 207,000 in 1842; the deliveries to 208,000, against 202,400 
and 193,800; and the stock is 44,500, against 42,800 and 41,500. .. 
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